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DE I. I VERED TO Turk _ 1 5 4 
CHURCH, MEETING IN GLASS-HOUSE-YARD, , | 
ALDERSGATE-STREET, ©. 


P . 
: 


LORD'S-DAY MORNING, Dzczmk 28, 1788. I 


— <. 


Rey, RICHARD ELLIOT, A. B. 
PASTOR OF THE 8AID chäIen | 


(Formerly of Bennet-College, Cambridge) | 1 


Who was ſuddenly token- ill in the Pulpit, whil 7 | 
preaching the ſame, when he ceaſed from his Labours „ | 
and a few Hours after entered into Reſt, 1 32 ſ 
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Pell done, 007 and fait Servant enter ks the Foy 
thy Lord. Matt. xxv. 236 v 


Be ye alſo ready, for the 6 mo of Man cometh at an Hour w 
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HE following Sermon was taken down in 


Sbort- hand by a Member of the Church | 
to which it was preached, and tranſcribed at 
their Requeſt, in order for Publication: And as 


very few, if any, Diſcourſes delivered extempore 


(which was Mr. Elliot's conſtant Practice) are 
ſpoken ſo correctly, as not to need the reviſing 
Hand of the Preacher; It is therefore hoped, 
the candid Reader will make every reaſonable 


| Allowance for ſuch Inaccuracies as he may find 
in the following Pages, 


N. B. The Profit ariſing from the Sale of 
| this Publication will be given to the Poor of 
the ſaid Church, e 


The Preciouſneſs of Faith in Ixsus CRT. 
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2 Per. x 1—4. 


Limon Peter, a ſervant and an apoſtle of Feſths C hriſt, 


to them that have obtained like precious faith with 
us, through the righteouſneſs of God, and our Saviour 


godlineſs, tbrough the Enowledge of him that hath 


by theſe you might be partakers of the divine natures 


through lat. 


cious faith; by which the apoſtle, in this epiſtle, 
characterizes or diſtinguiſhes thoſe to whom he 
writes, from the reft of the world; from thoſe 


# 12:5." hs 


| Jeſus Chriſt : grace and peace be multiplied unto. 
Hou, through the knowledge of God, and of Feſus 
our Lord, According as bis divine power hath 
given unto us all things that pertain wito life and 


called us to glory and virtues whereby are given 
unto us exceeding great and precious promiſes ; hat 


having eſcaped the corruption that 75 in the world | 


TN our former diſcourſes upon * hits words, 
we proceeded ſo far as to ſpeak of that pre. 


that dwek in the ſame place, the lame city, 


16 1 

the ſame town, or in the ſame houſe or family 
with them; for all that bear the word, all to 
whom the goſpel comes in the report of it, have 
not faith. Oh, how little is that Ie precious faith, 
that kind of faith which the apoſtles had, found 
even among profeſſors ! 


1 oBsERVED to you feveral reaſons why it 
might be called precious faith. That which is 
precious is of high eſteem among men; and did 
they but know what this faith is, they would 
reckon it precious indeed! mgft precious! Caſt it 
into the fire, try it ever ſo much with burning 
and torturing, it loſes nothing; it comes out 
again only refined from the droſs that might 
adhere to it. It lives; and they that have it 
live by it, and ſhall live for ever. What Solomon 
fays of wiſdom, Prov. iii. 15. may be here fitly 
applied: It is more precious than rubies, and 
all the things thou canſt deſire are not to be 
: compared to it.“ This precious faith is the gift 
of God. All the riches that a man hath, thoufands 
and tens of thoufands of gold and ſilver, nay, 
had he even more wealth than is contained in 
the whole nation, or the Indies, at his diſpoſal, 
it would not purchaſe this faith: were it offered 
it would be utterly contemned, deſpiſed and 
rexefieds 


E 


rejected, as Peter deſpiſed and rejected the offer 
of Simon Magus; counting it an unſpeakable, 

| if not an unpardonable evil, to think, that the 
gift of God might be purchaſed with money, 


Tunis faith may well be called precious faith, for 
it will make a man rich; rich indeed! rich towards 
God: and not only rich, but alſo happy. Oh, how 

happy is that ſoul who is a partaker of this pre- 
cious faith! he can part with every thing for 
it. There is nothing upon earth that he poſ- 

5 ſeſſes, or can poſſeſs, that he will hold dear unto 

him, compared with this precious faith: rather 
than loſe it, rather than give it up, he will part 
with riches, honors, pleaſures, houſes, lands, 
yea, and his own life alſo. If he muſt die for 
confeſfing it, he will not love his life unto the 
death. The Holy Spirit witneſſeth (ſaith 
Paul) in every city, ſay ing, that bonds and 
afflictions abide (or wait for) me; but none of 
theſe things move me, neither count I my life 
dear unto myſelf; ſo that I might finiſh my 
courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have 
received, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of 

God, Acts xx. 23, 24. This is en, faith | 

indeed! 


A 2 Tais 
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Tas faith, with regard to the bleſſings con- 
tained i in it, or that it draws along with it, com- 
prehends every thing that relates to juſtification, 
every thing that relates to ſanctification; and 
what ſhall I ſay more? every thing that the 
ſcripture repreſents as making us to appear in 
the likeneſs and image of God. To be juſtified 
is a great thing indeed! It is to be cleared in the 
ſight of God, from all the charges which the 
righteous law hath brought againſt us; to be 
acquitted from every ſentence of condemnation 
contained in the law, becauſe of our tranſgreſ- 
ſions, becauſe of our iniquities inward and out- 
ward: precious faith juſtifies us from all, and 
for this reaſon, becauſe it lays hold on Chriſt, 
: puts him on, and teaches and cauſes, through 
grace, the happy believer to cleave to him with 
purpoſe of heart, come what will. What 
things were gain to me, (fays Paul) theſe 1 
counted loſs for Chriſt; yea, doubtleſs, and 
1 count all things but loſs for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, for 
whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and 
do count them but dung that I may win Chriſt, 
and be found i in him, not having mine own righ- 
yeouſneſs, which | is of the law, but that which | 
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459-1 
is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs 
which is of God, by faith,” Phil. iii. 7—9. 
Give up faith, or let faith be taken away, there 
is no hold that any man hath or can have of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 5 


Gop faves us by grace; but this is 3 


and granted to us by faith, Eph. ii. 8. The 
grace whence our ſalvation originates, . its 
being in God, and was given to us of God in 
5 Chrik Jeſus, before the world began, 2 Tim. 


9. Faith therefore leads us to God, and 


, cements our hearts to him through Chriſt, Thar : 
man who thinks meanly, or ſpeaks contemptibly | 
of the faith of God's elef, is an enemy to the goſl 
pel, a ſtranger to it, ſo far as it relates to the 
doctrine of faith. He may do it ignorantly; 
but he ſhall not be ſuffered to continue in that 
ſtate of ignorance and error, if he be one of God's 
elect, choſen through faith unto ſanctification. 


« We are bound to give thanks always for you, 


brethren, beloved of the Lord, (ſays Paul to the 
Theſſalonians) becauſe God hath from the 
beginning choſen you to ſalvation, through 
ſanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the 


truth, whereunto he called you by our goſpel,” 


8 Theſſ. ii. 13. Ye muſt be called unto it; 


and 


{ 0]. 
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IT 18 in- | 
ention ene theres — * 
2 —_ connected with Juſtification, 1 
ſepara 7 * un be juſtified, that is 5 8 
as | 1 e 
a a, It is as neceſſary to be ſanctified, 
ſanctified. 
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| the Cortuttiinne,” „% Be not ebene, | 
ww p icators, nor 1dolaters, nor effem . 
nenen — en with mankind, 2 
PR 2 covetous, nor drunkards, nor r 
thieves, nor Jo 


Cor. vi. , 10. Have we not 
2 . es = ? and muſt __ 
e i ly blind, or read the word wit 3 
man be wilfu or thought, if he does not = 
1 _ it is to be one of theſe ee | 
warns will take up the meaning by _ 
wy h, readily; nor will they | . 
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f 
j loſs even to talk about them; but more is te- 

quired than barely to think or talk of them; 
we muſt enter into the very ſpirit of the paſſage, 
and receive the truth which theſe words convey 
and import. If I am not delivered from the 
power and dominion of all theſe ſins, and others 
that might be mentioned, I am not yet made 
free with that freedom with which the Son of 
God makes his people free, John viii. 36. 1 


| ö may be aſſaulted with thoughts, ſuggeſtions, or 


| temptations, with regard to theſe or any other 
ſins; but do I abhor them ?—Do I repel them? 


8 —Do I pray for ſtrength againſt them If 1 


do from the heart, I ſhall never leave off, I all 
never ceaſe until I obtain ſuch a victory over 


thoſe luſts and corruptions as will make my mind 
9 and at reſt in Chriſt. 


We have a warfare, my brethren, and an 
awful warfare it is too. We light againſt the 


Vorld, the fleſh, and the devil. The ſcriptures 


= aſſure us they are all againſt us: And how ſhall 
| ? wie overcome em; They are ſtronger than 
] ve. The fleſh 1 is full of corrupt deſires. The 
m iuſt of thefleſh, Oh, how does it deceive, and how 
does it prevail againſt the generality of mankind! 

| 1 18 Old 


E 
Old and young, rich and poor, are alt become 
a prey to it, till grace delivers them. 


Tux there is the world, | that is full of ſnares 
and temptations, The men of the world en- 
courage one another to maintain a kind of 
WOO dignity and honor that avails them no-- 
thing; becauſe they, receiving honor one of 
Ns,” ſeek not the honor that cometh from 
God only, John v. 44. 


Tux devil is the great inviſible enemy of God 
and of his ſaints. He works by the world: he 
works by the luſts of the fleſh, as much as he 
poſſibly can, to draw us off from God: to make 
us forget Chriſt, and to make us place our hopes 4 
and expectations of honor and happineſs upon 
what we poſſeſs and enjoy in this world. Oh we 
muſt i in heart and the chriſtian does give up 
all for Chriſt, precious Chriſt; he is dearer to 
the believer than thouſands of gold and ſilver. 
Death, with all its terrors, cannot poſſibly deter 
1 chriſtian from confeſſing Chriſt at any rate, 
and in any way, at leaſt not for a continuance: 
he may for a while be affected with fear, and 
may be ready to deny him, even as Peter did; 
but he will, like him, repent afterwards; he 
will 


[9] 

will weep bitterly; Matt. xxvii. 95, Oh! the 
folly, the wickedneſs, the madneſs of thinking 
"ſo ſlightly of the Son of God! of treating the 
Lord Jeſus with ſo much deriſion, and fo much 
contempt, as to be afraid of confeſſing him 
to turn their backs upon him ! to lovethe world 
more than Chriſt. This 1s the caſe with many; 
they fall away; nor is there room to hope they - 


> can be renewed again unto repentance, ſeeing 


they thereby crucity to themſelves the Son of 
God afreſh, and put him to an open ſhame, 
| Heb. vi. 6. they doing it deliberately, confirm 


: : ing what they have ſaid, and publiſhing it, as 
3 Francis Spira did, who thereby, as far as could 
| 2 be judged by appearances, ſealed up his own 
: : _ awful condemnation, 


if Faru wil ſave us through Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is the object of true faith; but it never can ſave! 
us if we let go Chriſt, if we give him up, if we 
© think the world more deſirable than he. Who- 
ſeoever he be of you (ſays Chriſt) that forſaketh - 
7 not all that he hath, he cannot be my diſciple,” ? 


Luke xiv. 33. therefore ſtrive, my brethren, to 


get this matter ſettled in your minds, that God 


| 2 : hath given you precious faith in his Son, that he 


* _ to you a door of hope and mercy 
B 2 7 that 


that can never be ſhut againſt, you, or any that 
come to God through Chriſt. 


C347 


Wr all have finned ; every man, and every 
woman upon earth hath broken the law of God. 
We all have tranſgreſſed, and who can ſay how] 
often? The ſight, the knowledge of our being 
 finners againſt God, if it takes proper hold of 
our minds and hearts, will cauſe us to become 
little, low, vile in our own. eyes; will work 
humility. There ate many who ſee their error, 
in judgment There are many who are ready 
to acknowledge they have offended in certain 
Inſtances ; but for perſons to confeſs their pride, d 
their ſelf-will, ſelf-conceit, covetouſneſs, yanity, 
are inſtances very rarely to be met with. 


Ir is the hardeſt thing in the world (as is com- 
monly ſaid) for a man to acknowledge, or be 
ready to ſay, I have been miſtaken; I was in 
an error. Few people do this when it affectz f 
their reputation, or their character, or will make 
them appear to be, as it were, unſteady, fickle, 
inconſtant men ) but nathing of this kind affects 
| the upright in heart; he has nothing in view but 
truth and fo far as he apprehends truth, he 
will embrace it, ang ſpeak of it: But no r 
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l is ] | 
man will kaſtily receive any new opinion, unlefs 
he is convinced by the word of God, that he has 
hitherto been miſtaken, or in error; for if he 
does, he is a weak man. But let a man be obſti- 


nate in defence of the truth, and confeſs 1 it at 
any rate. 


To thei that have obtained like preclous faith 
with us. The apoſtles had this faith: All com- 
mon believers have it. It is not a faith that in- 
volves i in it the aſſurance of their own ſalvation; 
but, in conſequence of their believing—in con | 
= ſequence of their abiding i in the faith, they ſhall 
5 certainly be ſaved. But it muſt be tried, and 
wuocll be tried and examined; and it is called 

forth by the Spirit of God in ſuch a way as he 
pleaſes. Some people may be too raſh, and 
force, as it were, a kind of confidence upon 
| themſelves, with regard to their future ſtate, 
through faith in Chriſt, when their faith is not 
manifeſted to be the faith of God's elect, and 
will admit of many doubts. If they are wiſe 
| men, they will be concerned to have theſe 
doubts reſolved and cleared up, not by their 
own reaſoning, bur by the word of God. 


Tuns precious faith, as J have in effect told 
you already, and now expreſs it again in one. 
B 2 word, 
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word, worketh by love; and then it is that It 
overcometh the world, No ſelfiſhneſs can pre- 
vail there; no covetouſneſs, no pride can pte- 
vail there; for love is againſt all theſe diſpo- 

ſitions, and all theſe corruptions of our depraved 
nature. Happy is the man, therefore, whom 
the Son of God makes free, and ſets at liberty 
to rejoice in him, and to walk (according to the 
meaſure of grace given to him) as Chriſt him- 
ſelf alſo walked. . 


To them that have obtained like precious faith 
with us, through the righteouſneſs of Cod, and our 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt, This faith has for its object, 
: the righteouſneſs of God. It is plain from what | 
I have cited out of the Philippians, that was 
what Paul fixed upon, to be found in his righteouſ- 
ne; fo 1 think it muſt be underſtood here; 
unleſs we put a forced ſenſe upon the words, as 
if this righteouſneſs was the cauſe of, or pro- 
duced this faith in us; it is rather grace that 
does that. The object is righteouſneſs, that is 
What we want; and it is 4 righteouſneſs of God.— 
It is a righteouſneſs that God himſelf hath pro- 
vided and given ſunto men in Chriſt, * They 
which receive abundance of grace (ſays Paul, 
; Rom, v. 17.) and of the gift of righteouſneſs, 
e 


3 


tall reign in life by one, Jeſus Chriſt Abun— 
dance of grace we needed. Oh what grace is 
wanted by us, to combat with, and overcome 
our own corruptions ! Our tempers are very 
different in certain reſpects, we ſay; but the 
principle of tempers is alike in all; there is no 
difference, for all have ſinned. Corruption may 
work differently in various people; but as to 
the grand principle of it, it is the ſame, The 
degrees are various. There is pride in all men, 
ſelf-ſeeking, vain glory, and a thouſand evils; 
but all men have not the ſame degree and mea- 
ſure of it; and therefore we ſee a great difference 
in the natural diſpoſitions and tempers of men. 
But all muſt be brought low, muſt humble 
| themſelves before God: We muſt give God our 
hearts, acknowledge he has a right to us, to 
ours, to all that we have; and that we have no 
right to any thing we have; but to uſe it to his 
glory, and for the good of our fellow. creatures, 
bee. our own, which is inſeparable from 


Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf, A 
: *. xix. 19. 


Tuis righteouſneſs is of God, and of our 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt; for God is the giver of it ; 
but Chriſt was the worker of that righteouſneſs 


out. 
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out. It is the obedience of Chriſt to the law of 
God, fully and completely, without the leaſt 
flaw or defect, as the ſent Redeemer and Saviour 
of the world. It was the righteouſneſs we owed 
to God, as breakers of his law. We had not 
kept it, which we ought to have done; but 


Chriſt kept it fully, and that for us too. We 


had incurred the penalty of it, which was death; 
but Chriſt has performed that too; and there- 


fore you have them connected together, Gal. 


iii. 13, 14. Chriſt bath redeemed us from the 


curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us, 


that the bleſſing of Abraham might come on the 
Gentiles, through Jeſus Chriſt, that we might | 


receive the promiſe of the Spirit through faith,” 


which Spirit always accompanies true faith in 


Jens Chriſt, 


Wer, then he prays for them: and aa 


does he pray for ? That grace and peace might 
be multiplied unto them, through the knowledge of God, 
and of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, ver. 2, You are 
in Chriſt; you believe on him : Do you cleave 
to him with purpoſe of heart. Let it be your 
| ſtudy and your aim to glorify him,—Well, bre- 
thren, you are yet in the world, you are yet ex- 
poſed to temptation, and you do not know how 


N long 
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long you may be in the world. There may be 
much affliction and temptation that may accom- 
pany you in the world: well then, you need 
grace daily, you need peace daily, you need 
daily to receive out of his fulneſs, grace for 
grace.— It is impoſſible to deſcribe the riches of 
the glory of the faith you have in Chriſt-and 
faith ſhall remain Here the preacber's counte- 
nance changed, and his words, for a ſentence or two, 
were inarticulate; after which he diſtinflly uttered. 
the following, which appears rather unintelligible] — 
Well now, I cannot, you may perceive, exerciſe 
faith for your benefit through the Lord Jeſus 
: Chriſt he pauſed, then added and faith—[ here 
be pauſed again for ſome time, and then ſaid] —Time 
is ſhort.—{1t wanted then juſt five minutes of twelve 
O'clock by the dial.) He uttered a few words 
more in a yery low tone of voice, but quite in- 
articulate, The church being greatly alarmed, 
two of the congregation went up into the pulpit, 
one of whom requeſted he might aſſiſt him to fit 
down; upon which he turned about his face to 
him, and with a pleafing countenance ſaid, in a 
broken manner, Do let me ſpeak a little more 
to the people.” He then turned his face to the 
congregation, leaning upon the cuſhion, and 
looking on them, with an n endearing and affec- 


tionate 


E 


1 35 1 
| tionate ſmile, moved his lips, as if ſpeaking 4 
3 very earneſtly; but could not be underſtood. . 
[ When he was taken from the front of the pulpit, 85 
his arms, loſing their ſupport, dropped; and he 

was incapable of moving his legs. He was 
immediately carried, in the arms of aſſiſting 

friends, from the pulpit to the veſtry; where a 

ſmall quantity of warm wine and water in a 

table ſpoon was put into his mouth, which almoſt 
overpowered him, and brought on a retching, 
| Specchleſs, though not inſenſible, he was carried 
from the veſtry, and put into a coach which had 
been ſent for, and conveyed (attended and ſup- 

ported by his friends) to his own houſe. He was 

put to bed directly, and let blood. His phy- | 
| fician was immediately ſent for, who preſcribed 
for him, but gave no hope of his recovery. He 


lay very compoſed, till about a quarter ef an 
hour paſt four o'clock, in the afternoon of the 
ſame day, and in that eaſy manner, without a a 
ſtruggle or a groan, was his ſpirit conveyed from 
the church below, to the church triumphant 
above; there to unite with that redeemed count- 
leſs throng, in aſcribing ſalvation to our Goo 
which dreh upon the throne, and unte the 
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The Rev. Mr. Elliot's late Publications on the 
T RINITY, es (excluſive of bis former Works ) 
are: 


IVINE REVELATION the only teſt 
of ſound Doctrine; or, a further Refor- 
mation niet in the reformed Churches. Being 
an attempt to prove that the doctrine of the 
'TariniTyY, as commonly held and taught, is not 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures, and conſe- 
quently is no article of the chriſtian faith. 


2. ScripTURE SuFFiciency or the Bible- 
2 Chriſtian” 8 Plea. Wherein the principal objec- 
tions of Mr. J. Werz to the ſcripture teſtimony 
of Jruovan and his CHRIST, as ſet forth in a 
book, intitled, Divine Revelation the only 
Teſt of ſound Doctrine, are a conſidered 
and refuted, 


3. Sacred ConTroversy ; or a Defence of: -- 
the Chriſtian Faith, as it was once delivered to 

the ſaints. In which the objections of Mr. 
SHRUBSOLE to the apoſtles' doctrine of CHRIST, 
and the ſufficiency of his redemption, are fully 
anſwered. 


. Tae ScrIPTURE TesTIMONY of Ixsus 
Snus; or a demonſtration from the ſacred 


Books, 


Books, that Jzsvs Cun1sr, in his complete Per- 
ſon, is zruly and properly the begotten Sow of the 
only Living and Txve Gop. Being an Anſwer 


to the Rev. Mr. Romaine's celebrated Sermon, 
intitled, © The Self-exiſtence of Jesvs Cnnisx.“ 


i Tux CoxsisrENT ProTESTANT; or the 


Harmony of divine Truth aſſerted. Being an 
anſwer to a pamphlet intitled, The Doctrine 


of the Trinity tated, in a circular Letter 
from the Baptiſt Maniſters and Meſſengers 


Aſſembled at Olney, Bucks, May 28, 29, 1776, : 
to the ſeveral churches they repreſent, or have 
received letters from, meeting at Nottingham, 


Sheepſhead, Leiceſter, . To which are 


added, by way of poſtſcript, A few remarks on | 
a late publication, intitled, « Hoxæ Sor rrakIÆ; 


or, Eſſays upon ſome remarkable Names and 
Titles of Jesus CnRlIsr.“ Alſo ſome ſhort 


obſervations on a treatiſe upon the Divinity of 


our Lozp Jesvs CurisT ; written by James 2 
ABaDiE; and now re-publiſhed by the Rev. Mr. | 4 
ABRAHAM Boorn. = 


6. ViCARIOUS SACRIFICE ; or the Reality and 
Importance of Atonement for Sin by the Death 
of CHRIST, aſſerted and defended, againſt the 

—— 
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 objeRtions of Dr. PaizsTLY, in his Appeal, 
Familiar Illuſtration, &c. with an appendix. 


Deine NOT BaPTIZING ; or, the Author 8 


Opinion of the Subject, Mode, and Importance : 
of Water-Baptifm, according to the Scriptures : 


Wherein Dr. Gitt's Arguments for the Mode of 


Immerſion, and Mr. Boorn's for the Importance 


of it, as contained in his ApoLocy for the Bap- 


T1STS are principally conſidered; with a few 
Remarks on ſome other Baptiſt WRIT ERS, 
namely, Mr. MazTix, Mr. Jzxxins, and Mr. 
MLxax, who, in ſeveral of their late publica- 


tions, ſeem to be ſtrenuous advocates both for 
the Made and Importance of 1 n— 
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